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How can proper Due Diligence saveHow can proper Due Diligence save
you valuable time and money on youryou valuable time and money on your

next land investment?next land investment?



What is Due Diligence?What is Due Diligence?
Due diligence is the process of assessing the value of a potential property purchase and aligning
that investment with your business objectives.  No matter what type or size of property purchase you
are considering, due diligence is a very important step.  This fact-gathering process should begin
before the land development deal is made.  The results are then brought together in the form of an
engineering report.  

Questions that should be addressed during the due diligence phase include:
Does the property have existing environmental or fee liabilities associated with it?
What will the costs of development will be?
Will regulatory or physical constraints pose significant problems to your use or to the schedule
of development?
Will the physical attributes of the property enhance your business objectives?

In addition to the strategic value of due diligence investments, they generally have practical value as
they contribute directly to efficiency and reduced costs during design.  Investing the appropriate
amount of time at the beginning of a development to address these issues will result in a well-con-
ceived, time-saving strategy with many of the project variables and risks identified, understood, and
quantified. 

What are the benefits What are the benefits 
of proper Due Diligence?of proper Due Diligence?

Knowledge to assist in purchase negotiations 
Information to measure, allocate, and minimize risks 
Preliminary cost schedules to assist project financial planning 
Assessment of project requirements to facilitate building the development team 
Understanding of permitting strategy to ensure efficient scheduling of development activities 
Plan for phased investments in data collection, planning, design, and construction to add 
maximum value at each step 
Plan for phasing of development 



Ward Edwards is a full-service engineering firm with three offices located in Bluffton, Beaufort and
Savannah.  With over fifty employees, we are able to offer all of the resources of a large firm.
However, we are organized in project management teams so that we can give each project and
client the attention of a smaller firm.  Our unique service mix includes:

PROJECT MANAGEMENT SURVEYING

CIVIL ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSTRUCTION CONSULTATION

Through the relationships Ward Edwards has developed with professional service firms, we are
also able to offer Geotechnical Engineering, Traffic Analysis, Cultural Resources, Flood Zone
Analysis, Land Planning and Landscape Architecture, tailoring the solution to meet your needs. 


